
  
 

 
Earn three credit hours science elective or humanities credit through Murray State College’s Rainforest Ecology and 
Culture course offered in the beautiful and fascinating country of Costa Rica.  The rain forest, along with its trails, river 
system, and plant and animal life, along with a nearby pineapple plantation, will serve as your classroom as you explore 
and study the incredible neotropical ecosystems of this Central American country. 

 
COURSE: Students are required to take the following class during the spring semester for a total of 3 semester credit 
hours.  

  

CON2113  Rainforest Ecology and Culture  – An introduction to the basic principles and concepts of tropical 
ecology.  Special emphasis on current environmental problems and control measures.  Field sampling and 
identification techniques for Botany, Zoology and Entomology will involve 40 hours of field work and instruction. 
When students are not involved in field work, opportunities will be provided for students to interact with  
various aspects of Costa Rican culture. 

 

 This is a Spring Semester course; there class will meet once a week prior to and upon return from Costa Rica with 
various assignments throughout the semester and a final project.  

 Students must interview with instructor before enrolling in the course.  
 

HOUSING & MEALS: Students will stay in tourist-class hotels their first and final night in Costa Rica, the 
remaining nights will be spent in comfortable, but rustic accommodations at the La Suerte Biological Field Station in 
the 1000+ acre Maderas Rain Forest Conservancy in northeastern Costa Rica, which is home to thousands of plant 
and insect species, as well as hundreds of species of amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.  Meals will be provided 
at the field station, featuring typical Costa Rican cuisine; however, students should bring money to purchase 
additional meals the first and last day and snacks.  [www.maderasrfc.org]  
 

PROGRAM COST:~$2100 - includes: 3 credit hours, airfare, lodging, most meals, airport transfer in Costa Rica, 
cost of required activities, , in-country transportation, expert local guide and driver.  Student will be responsible for: 
International Student ID Card (which includes minimal travel insurance), miscellaneous spending money, 
guide/driver/cook tip money, and passport costs.  (Minimum extra available funds should be ~$300.)  There will also 
be an optional rain forest zip-lining experience for $75. 
 

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A VALID PASSPORT TO TRAVEL ON THIS PROGRAM!!!   APPLY NOW!!! 
 

A $200 study abroad program deposit must be paid by Nov. 1 as this program will be quite popular.  The funds will go 
towards the deposit on airfare and is non-refundable if the student cancels.  The remainder of the airfare will be due 
70 days prior to departure (Jan. 1, 2016).A second study abroad fee of $750 must be paid by March 1, 2016 which will 
cover the in country lodging and most meals. Upon spring enrollment, students will be enrolled in CON2113 which 
will be billed to their MSC account. 
 
DEADLINE:  The last day to enroll will be January  13.   Space is limited - we anticipate this trip to fill up 
before the deadline.  
 

For info or to enroll:   Ms. Michele Elmer  melmer@mscok.edu 580-387-7504  
Dr. Philip Morton: pmorton@mscok.edu 580-387-7507 

Mr. Dan Moore: dmoore@mscok.edu 580-387-7505  
 

 There is also a one credit hour course that can be enrolled in, if you are not needing a 
science elective or humanities credit. 
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